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interfere with the balance of Nature, and just as
owls and other birds, which are on the whole far
more beneficial than harmful to game preservation,
are often ruthlessly exterminated by gamekeepers in
Britain, so there is great danger lest beasts which
serve a useful purpose in Nature's scheme should
be altogether destroyed in India to the detriment
of the agriculturist, and to the infinite lessening
of the amenities of that most delightful of all lives,
a life spent in the jungle, as a friend and not a
foe to its interesting inhabitants.

Of course life in the forest is not all joy.
There is, for instance, a large and particularly
venomous hornet which attacks the passer-by with
the ferocity generally, but, as has been shown
above, unjustly, attributed to the tiger. A bite
from one of these pests will cause the sufferer
all the pains of earache, faceache, toothache, head-
ache, and neuralgia combined.

Another terror of the jungle is a harmless-
looking plant, under every leaf of which are
millions of filaments of a kind of thistledown,
the sting of which is extremely poisonous, and
the presence of which in the throat is intensely
disagreeable.

It is not at all improbable that something
more might be done to restrain destruction of
wild beasts, by imposing an export duty on skins;
but* what is really wanted is protection for the